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Ector County Independent School District 
Secondary School Honors/Advanced Opt In Course Agreement 

 

Ector County Independent School District (ECISD) is committed to providing an environment in which all students have equal access to a rigorous 
academic experience. ECISD’s goal is to encourage all students to challenge themselves by taking advanced coursework. Honors courses will be 
open to all students who have made an informed decision, which includes taking any prerequisite course and/or assessment, consultation with 
significant stakeholders, and review of the course expectations. 

These honors/advanced courses are different from regular middle school courses in that they are taught with acceleration and enriched curricula. 
Other characteristics of honors courses include content immersion and performance assessment at the analysis and synthesis levels. These 
courses are designed to challenge students beyond the regular curriculum and to prepare them for advanced high school courses. Students 
should expect 30 - 45 minutes of homework per night per class in meaningful study. ECISD believes that successful completion of an 
honors/advanced course is attaining a letter grade of ‘C’ or above in that course. For most students, there is an adjustment period at the 
beginning of an honors/advanced course. However, most students adjust to the rigor and learn to perform at a satisfactory level or above. 
I wish to take the following Honors course(s): 

 
 

#1  #2  #3  #4    
 

By initialing below, I acknowledge that I understand the requirements, expectations of enrolling in this/these 
Honors/advanced course, and my parent /guardian and I accept this challenge and agree to the following terms: 

  1. The demands of honors/advanced courses exceed those of a general college preparatory course, and I am committed 

to the extra effort needed to succeed. I understand these courses represent a rigorous level of study that require a 
high degree of commitment of both time and energy on my part. I also understand these courses are designed for 
students who are strong independent learners and typically rank in the top of their class. 

 
  2. I realize that the honors/advanced course(s) may entail required summer assignments and failure to complete these 

assignment(s) could significantly affect my performance and grade in the class. 
 

  3. I realize that an honors/advanced course is a semester or yearlong commitment. I acknowledge that I must remain in the course for 
at least 3 weeks and will have the opportunity to withdraw at the end of the 3, 6 or 12 weeks from the course and enroll in a 
subject equivalent course (if applicable). If I request to withdraw from the honors/advanced course, I understand I will be required 
to meet with my counselor/administrator and advanced teacher before the withdrawal can be considered and that the course 
grade to date will transfer to the new course. Please note: If your withdrawal is approved, your schedule may be greatly impacted 
due to this request (i.e. periods and teachers may change). All schedule change requests are subject to class size and school 
schedule needs. 

 

  4. I realize if I am struggling, I need to contact my teacher for additional support and outside of class tutoring sessions if available. 
In addition, I will attend out of schools study sessions. I will be required to attend a minimum of 2 tutorials. 
a. I will conference with the campus principal should my child’s grade fall below a 70.  (parent initial) 

 
  5. I understand I must maintain a final average of a 70 and "Meet" relevant state assessment standards to maintain enrollment. 

 
  6. I realize that I must abide by the conditions set forth in the course syllabus (e.g. attendance, grading, and make-up policies). 

 
  7. Some honors level courses require some form of summer work. I further agree that my child will obtain any required summer 

work and complete it as prescribed. 
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Student Name (Please Print): Grade: Date: 
Student Signature: Parent/Guardian Signature: 

Student ID#:  School Name: Principal Signature: 

Secondary School Honors/Advanced Opt In Course Agreement 

PARENT STATEMENT: 
I acknowledge that I have read the course expectations for these courses, and have discussed with my child 
his/her desire to accept this challenge. I understand that these courses represent a rigorous level of study that 
will require my child to make a significant commitment of both time and energy. I also understand that these 
courses are designed for students who are strong independent learners and typically rank in the top percent of 
their class. I understand that my child must have a minimum average of 80% in his/her current course of that 
subject area, or a 70% in his/her honors course in that subject area, in order to apply for placement in the 
course(s) listed above. I understand it is up to my child to seek tutoring help should his/her grade fall below a 70 
and attend a minimum of two tutorials. Additionally, I will conference with the campus principal. Furthermore, I 
understand that enrollment in this level course is a yearlong commitment. The only way my child could be moved 
from the course during the school year is through the withdraw/fail process. This can only be done at the end of 
the first three-weeks, the end of the first six-weeks, the end of the second six-weeks, or at semester of a full year 
course. Most Some honors level courses require some form of summer work. I further agree that my child will 
obtain any required summer work and complete it as prescribed. 

Parent’s Signature 
Date  
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